[April, it should be given only to a slight extent, and its effects very carefully watched.
Dr. Hamilton is decidedly of opinion that capital operations arc not so successful now as they were before the introduction of anaesthetics. He holds that they produce certain effects upon the system which tend to prevent union by the first intention, and consequently they must be regarded as, indirectly, causes of suppuration, pyaemia, secondary haemorrhage, erysipelas, and hospital gangrene. This is an important subject for observation and inquiry. The opinion of a surgeon like Dr. Hamilton deserves the most careful consideration; but we believe it is here opposed to the doctrines which are current among us. The whole question of anaesthetics has received special attention of late in this country, and the same appears to be the case in America. We may therefore hope that our knowledge of the subject will be increased?that Ave shall be better able to guard against accidents?that the risk will be reduced to a minimum ?and that the use of anaesthetics will become an unmixed good.
Under the head of " Exsections," some interesting eases are given. Here is a successful case of excision of the knee-joint for a gunshot wound. The author believes this to be the only successful case of the kind on record. The operation was performed by It. B. Bontecue^ Surgeon, U. S. V.?
" A man, aged twenty, was wounded in the right knee, October 22nd, 1862. The hall passed through a portion of the external condyle of the femur, and lodged in the popliteal space. On the second day after the injury, Dr. Bontecue removed one and a-half inches of the lower end of the femur with a saw, and with a pair of hone forceps cut away the articular surface of the tibia, until the hone was exposed. The patella was dissected out. A portion of the wound was healed by the first intention. On the twenty-eighth day the wound had entirely closed; and at the end of a little more than two months from the date of the operation, the patient was discharged. There was then no pain or tenderness about the joint." (P. 514.) In the last number of this Review we inserted a paper by We shall lay before our readers a few extracts, from which they will be able to judge for themselves of the merits of the work.
Here is a good example of the curious course which a bullet will sometimes follow, and of the importance of ascertaining the position in which the patient was at the time he received the injury? 
